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l. French Security Zervices issued warrants on 7 September 1950 for the arrest
of some 400 foreigners suspected of Communist snd subversive activities
2gainst the lrench government. Tarly reports from the French provinces
indicated that an average of 75 per cent of the arrests were affected as
planned. The average for the Paris area was reported to be somewhat lower.
About 150 werrents were isoued against Speniards and the next greatest
number against Poles.

2. Source reported that this large-scale roundup and expulsion of foreipn
Commni ste within France was in accordance with a speaech by French Premier
Rene Pleven at the inauguration of the 25th European Fair at Stresbourg on
2 September 1950. The French premier stated then that the "Communist Fifth
Colump in Frence will be deelt with, but not by messures totalitarisn in
nature”.

3. Though source originally reperted thet expelled persons would be shiped
under guard to the Soviet Zone of Germany, this was done only in some cases.
In accordance with French law, most of those to be expelled were glven the
right to indicate the country to which they wished to be sent. It was
plammed, however, to intern the Spaniards first in Corsica and Al geria,
pending thelr final disposition. Those Speniards arrested ity the end of
7 September had indicated a desire either to return to Spain or to be sent
to Yugoslavia,

4. Amons those arrested were Alexander Abramson, long-time suspected Communist
agent, and Hermina Rabinowi cz, well-known collsboretor of sbramson.
Fbremson signified his desire to be sent to Israel. Tpon receipt of the
news of Abramson's arrest, however, Leon Jouhaux, * Secretary-Cenerel of
the Torld Federation of Trade Unions s intervened immedietely with Pleven
and Henri Oueuille, iHinister of the Interior. According to source, Pleven
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rather than run the risk of a2 political estrangement with Jouhsux, ordered
that the expulsion measure againast Abramson not be executed.
reported that the order hes been suspended but still exists.
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* Jouheux has been reported to fill a unique role in the non-Communist
labor movement. He is not affilieted with eny party, but allegedly

sympathi zes most with the Socialists. As early as 1947 he was reported
to be a close friend of Abramson.
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